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described as "atrocious" and "abominable", placed him in
an embarrassing position. The writer was a clergyman of
the Church of England, who had undertaken the writing
of these letters as a defence of his friend, and absolute secrecy
had been pledged. Then, too, the fact that Barnardo, in
repudiating the spirit of the second letter, had written:
"Well may I say, 'Save me from my friends !J.. ." made the
situation doubly delicate. In such circumstances, to reveal
the name of "Clerical Junius", who apparently had repented
his vindictiveness, meant to Barnardo the betrayal of a
friend; and to such action he would not stoop. The situation
was unfortunate; but he refused to reveal the author's name.
Barnardo therefore remaining adamant, his opponents
vehemently protested that this information was vital; so
a scene ensued. Astute enough to realize that already their
case was hopelessly exploded, and desiring an opportunity
to save their faces, the prosecutors at this point picked up
their papers and walked out of Court, thus striving to create
the impression that justice was hampered.
This action brought the hearing abruptly to an end; but
already all vital questions had been thoroughly debated.
Moreover, it was now the third month since the Board began
its sittings, and meanwhile all three Arbitrators had visited
every Branch of Barnardo's work. Having, therefore, the
evidence of all witnesses before them, including the reports
of a first-class firm of chartered accountants, who had
examined Barnardo's accounts, and having themselves
acquired a first-hand knowledge of the Mission's activity,
the Arbitrators proceeded to pass judgment,
The marshalling, however, of the arguments upon which
their conclusions were based was no mean task; so five
weeks elapsed before their verdict was declared: and mean-
time the disgruntled accusers left no stone unturned, But
to little avail. On October i5th, 1877, f°ur months after
the Court opened, its Judgment (a closely reasoned docu-
ment often thousand words, signed by all three Arbitrators

